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COLONIES AND TRADE. 51 

moved from the animal at one shearing when it begins 
to loosen. The shearing has the advantage of preserving 
more perfectly the parallelism of the individual filaments, 
which much increases the facility of combing and prepar- 
ing the down for manufacture. 

(Signed) William E. Rilkv. 



Notice respecting a Flock of Cachemere Shawl- 
Goats belonging to C. T. Tower, Esq. 

In the 46th vol. p. 129, is an account of some Cache- 
mere Shawl-Goats, bred by C. T. Tower, Esq. of Weald 
Hall, in Essex, from two individuals of each sex imported 
by Mr. Tower from France, in 1823. These were part of 
the original flock brought from Persia by MM. Ternaux 
and Jaubert. In 1828, the date of Mr. Tower's commu- 
nication to the Society referred to above, the flock at 
Weald Hall had increased to twenty-seven ; and the fol- 
lowing extract from a letter, received from Mr. Tower in 
May last, shews their farther increase, as well as that 
gentleman's opinion respecting the cross-breed of Cache- 
mere-Angora goats, which is the subject of the preceding 
communication. 

"As to my flock of goats, I have to report most 
favourably of its increase in point of numbers and good 
condition. I have now upwards of fifty, and should in 
fact have had considerably above sixty, had I not lost 
ten or a dozen early last summer from the injudicious 
supply given to them, in my absence from home, by the 
party attending them, of large quantities of vetches, 
which proved too succulent, and caused a loss to the 
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above extent, by diarrhoea. The fortunate experiment 
made in France with so much success by Mons. Polou- 
ceau, in crossing the Thibet and Angora breeds, (a flock 
of which breed has been imported into London by Mr. 
Riley, in its way to New South Wales, and has been, I 
understand, deservedly honoured with the approbation 
of the Society,) holds forth most satisfactory promise of 
accomplishing a great national object. 

" The very small produce of the pure Thibet wool ren- 
dered it almost hopeless (as the quantity has not been 
found to be increased in this country) that they could be 
made to pay as an article of profit. When it is con- 
sidered, however, that the first cross of the Angora quin- 
tuples the quantity, and promises rather to improve the 
adaptation of it to the manufacture of shawls, we have 
only to import the Angora females and the object is 
attained, whether for cultivation in this country, or ex- 
port to Australia. 

" I am, &c. &c. 
A. Aikin, Esq. " C. T. Tower. 

Secretary, Sfc. $c." 



No. II. 

COTTON FROM THE MARAGNON. 

In the 46th vol. of the Society's Transactions is a list of 
articles collected by Lieutenant Maw, in the countries 
through which flows the Maragnon, or River of Amazons, 
and presented by that officer to the Society. Among these 
are four samples of raw cotton. 



